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"Remember the days of old, consider the years of many generations: ask thy father, and he will show thee, thy elders, and they will tell thee."
Deuteronomy 32: 7

JAPPY Mg veu

Early California Baptist Newspapers

The Evangel

The Evangel, a California
Baptist Newspaper, published
in San Francisco, began its
life with Volume Ill, Number 7,
on July 5, 1860, under the
editorship of D. B. Cheney. It
replaced The Baptist Circular,
which began publishing in
August 1858, with J. Lewis
Shuck, as editor. There had
been two previous attempts to
sustain a Baptist paper in the state of California, but both
failed due to financial concerns.
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Some Errors of the Day.

By Stephen Hilton
November 21, 1867

That a part of the Bible is to be received as authoritative and a
part may be modified according to the judgment of men. One
prominent phase of this error is found in substituting sprinkling
for immersion under the plea that it is immaterial or that the
former is more convenient.

That men are to be allowed in a matter of direct violation of
God's positive commands. A phase of this error is found in

admitting to the Lord's table those who will not comply with
the command to be immersed.

That regeneration of the soul takes place in immersion.
Phases of this error are seen in the creeds of the Catholic and
Episcopal churches, though there is a false substitute of
sprinkling for immersion.

That one man or set of men should yield convictions
respecting truth before those of another man or set of men.

A phase of this error is found in the claim, under the plea of
Christian union, that immersed believers shall accept of the
sprinkling of others as of equal value with immersion as an
initiatory rite into Christ's kingdom on earth.

That one may have the initiatory rite performed upon him
before being a spiritual child of God. A phase of this error is
seen in sprinkling infants, (a false substitute for immersion)
and of others upon a mere lip profession of faith in Christ.

That the wicked are annihilated at death or at the final
judgment.

That all will be finally saved, irrespective of what they may
have been in their life on earth.

That each church is not wholly independent in itself and
answerable alone to God. That the whole membership have
not an inalienable part in the government of the church.

That each Christian is not to contribute as the Lord has
prospered him for sustaining and advancing his cause, and
that the minister of the Word is to labor without reward.

Declaration of Principles.
STEPHEN HILTON, EDITOR
NOVEMBER 21, 1867

There is one God and Lord, the Creator and Upholder,
beginning and end of all things.

The Bible is the word of God, written in the original tongues
by men under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and is God's
authoritative revelation of himself and his will.

God is revealed to us as the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, each having a distinct personality and yet all being one
in the Godhead.

All things are created for the glory of God, each according
to the nature given to it. Man's sphere of action and obligation
is in part peculiar to himself, through his free moral character,
and God requires him to glorify his Creator and Upholder out
of the full service of a free loving heart.

The Bible is given of God to man as a rule of conduct in all
his relations to his Creator and his fellow, and in all things it is




to be implicitly obeyed according to the plain teachings
thereof.

Man is in a lost and ruined state through sin, under
condemnation, and, unless redeemed, exposed to the eternal
wrath of God.

God, out of pitying love for man, came in the person of
Jesus, who took upon himself the penalty of sin, which is
death, so that a way of escape might be to men from the
condemnation and power of sin.

All who come to God through Jesus, accepting of the
atonement and redemption made, have all their sins remitted
and stand justified before God.

God has appointed a day in-which he will judge the world,
and when the final and everlasting portion will be assigned to
every man, -- to those, who in penitence and faith accepted of
the salvation in Christ on earth, everlasting happiness with
him in glory; and to those who finally, on earth, rejected this
salvation, everlasting punishment in a world of woe.

The office of the Holy Spirit is to renew and sanctify, and it
is freely given to every desiring heart. Through its operation in
the heart of man, by the word of truth, God begets for himself
a people, "not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man," and prepares them for his glory.

Respecting the knowledge and obedience of truth, each
man must study and obey for himself, and is answerable
alone to God. No other man or set of men may interfere with
him in doing it. But he may not thrust his belief upon another
man or set of men. The freedom is mutual.

God has a kingdom upon earth, instituted by Christ
himself. It embraces an organization, formed, in accordance
with laws laid down in the New Testament, for the nurture of
his children and for the upholding and promulgation of his
truth. The qualifications for membership are that one be born
of God in the new birth, that Christ be professed by immersion
in water, and that the daily walk be such as becomes a
follower of Christ.

In this kingdom there are many parts, or divisions, called
households, assemblies, congregations, or churches of Christ
-- each independent in itself and the sole judge for itself, and
in itself of all matters of faith or practice, and answerable
alone to God. But as being one of many divisions in the same
kingdom, with the same king Jesus ruling over all, each
should be kindly affectioned to the others, and all helpful of
one another and united in carrying forward the one common
cause.

To this kingdom on earth Christ committed the work he
began while in the flesh, and the whole body and each
individual member is to labor unceasingly, according to the
strength God gives, that the whole world be brought to the
saving knowledge and obedience of God in Christ.

Immersion in water is the rite set by Christ for initiating
those whom the Spirit has renewed into his kingdom as
organized on earth.

The Lord's Supper is an ordinance appointed of Christ to
be observed, as a memorial of his death, by members of his
kingdom on earth.

Baptist Propositions.
by Dr. Edward T. Hiscox
Baptist Short Method
February 3, 1869

1. The Bible is our only guide, source of knowledge and
standard of authority in matters of religion.
Whatever is taught in the Scripture is to be believed; whatever
is there enjoined is to be obeyed. And what is there neither
enjoined, nor taught is not to be imposed on the faith or
conscience of any man as of religious obligation.

2. The right of private judgment in the interpretation of
the Scriptures. Every man has the right to read and explain
the Bible for himself, being responsible to God alone for the
correct interpretation of the sacred Word.

3. Freedom of conscience. Everyone has the right to hold
such religious opinions as he may believe the Bible teaches,
without hindrance or dictation from any; so long as he does
not intrude upon or interfere with the rights and privileges of
others by so doing.

4. Liberty of speech. All men possess the right, not only to
believe, but also to profess and declare openly and without
fear or harm, whatever religious opinions they may entertain,
provided they are not contrary to common morality.

5. The right of worship. Every man has a right to worship
God according to the dictates of his own conscience, and the
word of God, as he understands it, without hindrance or
molestation; so long as he does not injure or interfere with the
rights of others.

6. Civil government, rulers and magistrates, are to be
respected, and in all temporal matters not contrary to
conscience and the Word of God are to be obeyed.
But they have no jurisdiction in spiritual concerns, and have
no right dictation, control or interference in matters of religious
faith and Godliness; but are in duty bound to protect all
citizens in the uninterrupted enjoyment of their religious
privileges.

7. The Christian church is independent of all human
authority, and under law to Christ alone. It neither ought,
nor of right can have organic connection with the State; and
for kings, princes or priests It neither ought to claim headship
over it is a usurpation of Divine prerogatives and treason
against God.

8. None but regenerated persons ought to be or properly
can be members of the church of Christ, which is a
spiritual body and separate from the world.

9. Pastors are not to be imposed upon churches, nor
taken from them, without their consent; but are to be
chosen by them without constraint, as by free men in
Christ, who have a right to the choice of their religious
teachers.

10. Christ is the only lawgiver in His church. Consequently
the churches cannot make laws for themselves; but only
execute those which He has given. Nor can any man or body
of men legislate for the church. The New Testament alone is
its statute book, by which, without change, the body of Christ
is to govern itself.




Information, as the material shown below provides an idea of

the spread of Gospel work in the early days of California.

AGENTS FOR THE EVANGEL.

Muniea for the EvaxcEL may be set -direct
by mail;in registered letters to EvaiokL Sap
Francisco, Cal., or it may be paid- tc thefol-
lowing persons :

_ W.R.Strong, - *+ , . .. Sacnmento.

. B.W. Owens . - « = Blocton,
H. 1L Awwater - - - —~— .  Peliluma.
J.H, Qurdon - - . . “
D-CAUBOL: o .. oo -8ana Clara
Coli Btrest .- =« + . goora,
CClrk - .. - - .  Heddsburg.

‘ Rev., J: A, Wirth E R Novada.

R. 1. Barton - - N
Rev.J, D.P; Hungate - - - Fdem, Qr,
R. D, Merritt - . <. 77 Ouland
Rev. H. H. Rheeg. - o Miryaville
Rov. W. J. Parkburst - . :
D. C. Davison, SR
Dea.E. W.8haw . . .. Cohimbiy
N.A'Bixby . - . . "BatwCrdd,
T.8.Bagley - . - . Pluh,
Rev.G.W.Ford - . & Nujm,
Rev. J. E. Barnes -~ . ., _Grdton.
D. W. willapa - .- - Forland.Or
Rev, J.8. Bucl}ner . . Waordbrldge.
O.F. Hovey = =+ . = Yren,
RevGeo EDavis™ - . ! Ban Pablo.
Wm, Farmer . . _. . Barta Rosa
Rev. M..N, Stearns . - . ,Eugene City Or
Thoe. Barbre -« «  OrgonCity, Or
E. ITilton e s e Y iNatele, '
Rev.L.D, Jones - - -  Calelln..
Q. F.-Penvebaker - . - .. Visdlia
G, \V. Brown, « - % Uklh,
Mrs. I Duden « -+ e Phorvile,.
Mra.R.8impgon = o = Vacivillo
Rev.J.T.Muff - =« ‘= Elk Urove
Rev,J, Brooks - . = Nicdaus,

Mre. R. P. Bquler . " Dutch ' Flat,
R.Bnglish  « "« .. & Whationville
Rev. G. C Chandler . - . McNinville, Or
B.W.Platt -~ =« =« "« Pl Hill,
E.Deggarmo. = =+ s =  Volano,
E.Emmons, + =« =+ =« Graa Valley
E.Thomag -« 3 Micligan B uffs,

J.Loots .. . e e - "Wowerville,
;G P, Wa.‘mtr s «  Auturn.

J. V. Porter - « e Bt Eciena.

Rov, 0, Orittenden o ., Mt View

8.6, Cheover’ .. e . .Dayem, . .

Rev..A. Gould’ ; Cacie C1¥% -

As printed in the January 30, 1868 Issue

Post Civil War Relationship of American Baptist
North and South

"...We have no conflicting views of faith and practice to
harmonlze

—Says the Richmond }f&ald, in reference
to delegates to the preseit Southern Bap-
tist Convention, from th¢ Northern Baptist
Societies, and in answe: to the question,
How shall they be received !

We say, in the spirit inwhich they were
sent, fraternally and corcialy. They hare
beld out the olive branch; let us cheerfully
grasp it. Perhaps we have all been wrong.
It would be strange if, amd the excitements
and exasperations ofa ling continued and
“®loody war, we had neverdeparted from the |
gentle, loving, forgiving spirit of Christ.
Let us forgive as we hoje to be forgiven ;
and be more disposed to confess our own |
faults than to point out those of offers: |
No humiliating concessicns should or will
be required on either sid. 'We are breth-
ren. We have been temyorarily estranged
by sectional jealousies, political conflicts,
and antagonistic opinions; but let us meet
together to pray for divim guidance, correct
misunderstandings, cultitate brotherly love,
confer on matters pertalmnc to the kmcrdom
of Chiist, renew severel ties, and prepare
for future labors in tle Master's cause,
©Our own mind is fully made up on the sub-
ject. Whatever may b the views or the
policies of otbers, we faver a prompt, hearty,
cheerful reception of tle delegates of the
Union. We trust, however, that there will
be no differonce of opinibn cn this subject.
In expressing our own riews and feelings,
we huve given, as we suppose, but feeble ut-
terance to those of our brathren at the South
generally.

The subject of co-opwration is another
matter. Let us first, f possible, restore
harmony of feeling between the Baptists of
the two sections, We are, in some res
pects, in circumstances fivorable for gaining
this desideratum. We lave no conflicting
views of faith or practice to harmonize, no
vexed ecclesiastical quesions to settle, and
no personal injuries to redress. Our diff-
erences and alienations yrew cut of issues
that have been swept awiy by the war,

As printed in the May 14,1868 Issue




A Temperance Song
Published January 24, 1879

Temperance Song - Continued

. “Tell Me, Please, is Father Here ?

Words by Bnoit ARSOLD. i Musie by M. J_B.
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Isaac Kalloch had assumed the
editorship of The Evangel after his
arrival in San Francisco. "..he was
one of the most popular and eloquent
preachers who ever filled a pulpit on
these shores, and his church in San
Francisco, the Tabernacle, was
always crowded while he officiated
there. He was the idol of the laboring
classes in that city, and about seven or eight years ago was
elected mayor by an overwhelming majority. He was also an
able editor, and for some time ran a paper in San Francisco
which circulated extensively." Quote from Kalloch Obituary as
printed in The New York Times, Dec. 12, 1887.

His popularity in San Francisco was not enjoyed by all and he
made a very dangerous enemy in Charles De Young, Editor of
the San Francisco Chronicle. De Young's attempted
assassination of Kalloch catapulted him into the office of
Mayor.

“Tell Me, Please, Is Father Here 2”—Concluded.
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2 Startled by the chillish acecents,
Each onc turnedto sce the child,
Stauding there in nga and tatters,
Looking, oli, s0 van and wild.
Eyes suftused, and zolden ringlets,
Matted round her grraceful thad,
Red lips drawn, anl sadly grieving,
Thus the little nuiden said—Crionus.
3 From behind the glded counter
Started out the jerfumed elerlks,
Grasped the tanglel golden ringlets,
Gave them many a cruel jerk,
Saying, “ Quick, bygone ! you baggage!”
Rnﬁdy thrust hee out the door,
Shutting out the phintive story,
Sobbed so bittery once mor¢—CIHoRUS.
4 Wand’ring o’er the icy pavements,
Up and down tle loncly streets,
Secking many-a dm of satan,
Only cruel words to meet. -
“Boon the child, so ired and helplesg,
Sank benumb’d with cold and pain;
Sleep stole o’er her weary senses,
Slecp that neverwakes again.
Cnorus—Novermore the little maiden
Mees again with curse and jeer;

Noversobs at satan's doorway—
4 Tdl me, please ”" ﬁm i3
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PRIESTLY DEMAGOGUE=<=-
EVIL LIFE  « ™

_MAINE
CALIFORNIA.

| recently discovered
this booklet online and
enjoyed reading it.
While no one claimed
to be the author of it, |
believe it was Charles
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The antichrist will have importart things to perform— re-organize:

and establizsh the Roman BEwpire—uvolving the sume tengovernments
The Seventh Of a 12 part it did contain when it west down. K2 viust eontings geven years; but
. . " Yo will be busy inother parts of theworld for three vears and n half,

Series in - e sy s

{hen returps to Jernsalem, but find there the two Witnesses— Enoch

The Western Baptist ~ and Elijah have theold Jewish ezotomy re-established, anl in terri-
hie anger ho kills the two m:n aud hen bagins the terrible persscution

ot the Jews: [Jer. 30:7-] Adas! for Unbodag iz great, 2o thul none iz like

THE SECOND COMING OF . it;.it is even lI_)e time cf Jacob's trotble; but be shall bé caved.out of it.
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BY J. H. MILLER . burial, but at the cnd of thut time the Spirit of life frem God cnters
inlo them, and they stand upon thek feet. ... and they heard n great

THE SEGUND GUMING OP BUR LBRB NO_ 7 voice from lieaven sayiog “Come uphither; and they went up lo heav-

enin a[Greek-the} cloud.” But T think thay did netgo nlone—that for
next number,

BY J. H, MITLER,

The last numter treated Targely of the Angel witi Tittle book (the
eovenant of Redemption made —:he Father and tle Fon —our Lond
Tesuz Clirist being partics to it—v he Hooly Spirit i3 th: active
Agent 'o heing about its hen=fits to all concerned®] That chapter 10
aud nles 11, both belong under the sixth —tha seeond wos trampetl, in-
cluding verse 14 of 11,

I wizh to mention a mistake as T understand it 1y some of onr DL

Originally published by R. Y.
Blalock in The Western Baptist,
Volume 1 - Number 8 dated July

1,1922
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DVaia regard to the dth chapter verse ane, where tle voice tells him,
“Comao-up hither,” They elaim it o be neeesaary thd the rapture of
the =ainls must nesar at that tim that the Living ones and  Klders
4: 4, 0. They seem to have overlo
aroze it Christ's resurrection, wh
arranged on purpoge to be on haond te meet the necesily - for organiz—
ing the forces for the Judgmeut period, ini

Naw, chapter 11 is probably ane of the groatest przzles of the whaels MInISter PhOtos Needed
Look of Revelationg hut I give you my view of its eontents,

Taking into ennsideration that the Mother of Harbits bacomos final-
Iy the Great Bubylon, ehap. 17 and the Woman of cizp. 12 merges into

the NEW Jarusilem (Pat 4 202} bat this. NEW If you have or know of someone that may have minister
Jerusalem ia the mothee of wrall, Lot the e ler tento and raad it photos, please Send a Jpeg Image of the fO||OWIng brethren

carefully. Then-read Matt, 25: 1-135.
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of Chrizt should live so like Eis munderers, .

The Two Witnesses—Who are they? Some think they are Moses Randy Rankln, SI’.
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ied the first and the other lost hiz head beeanse of the dance, Iluat, :u:ur]r._ J. H. Reeves

se wh ain to that resurrection are like the angels, “Neither ean
::::;L‘g“:: :,:;“m yre' [ Leaks 22: 39]. Bot we are driven to find rome two Paul Reeves
men who have rot yet died, They are mentioned in i ul's faithiul ree- Mark Reeves
ord. Enach, the geventh from Adam Gen. 21 al juh the Tishbite >
2, Kings 2: 11 These two m=n of all mankind havenot diad, or  will Albert Henry Reg|s’ Jr.

dig—except those live-wire Chriztianz who remuin in the world till Fred C. Reusser

Christ changes them {1 Cor. 15: 51). o the iwo vitnesses must be

Enoch and Eifith, Thoso witnesszswork 1260 dajs, ae E: : s:1}id Don Reyn0|ds

Matt, 17: 11 and Mark 9: 12) 11 “shall restore all things” —i.. he i

re-ezlabilishes the Jewish eacrificial furms of wors Ell Rlce
From Kev. 13: 4 that he iz o very gpreal warrior, md this opininn of Lester E_ Rice

him could nat easi'y ha withwt hiz parforming son: great mili‘!::r}- .
feat, anid the first thing said of im aiter his DemoUeseription i given Dan Robblns
{Rev, 13:1-3, It should be understood that there izt only a heavenly .
Prinity, but also aninfernal triuity —Gml the Faller, tiold tha Son, Henry Frank Robblns
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Jesus Christ— the active Agenbin carrying on the Divine wo Y Wayne A. Ross
John Rudd

Randy J. Rudd

warld.

More requests each month.




‘:F facebook.

New Technology is a great benefit to the
preservation of Baptist History & Heritage. The photo
below is a perfect example. Pam Whala and | are
Friends on Facebook and | requested a portrait
quality photo of her father-in-law Bill Whala. Here it
is:

Memorial from 2007 Cooperative Association Minute
Book page 7 & 8.

BILLY DEE WHALA
1932 - 2006

| “Brother }ill" was born in Bluffton,
B Arkansas,m July 23, 1932, to Othur Cleo
Whala an« Sadie Lee Whala. He was
promoted b glory in Merced, California,
on Decemier 6, 2006, aged 74 years, 4
months, anl 13 days.

He was swed as a youngster during a
Vacation }ible School/Revival at the
Bluffton Nethodist Church. Brother
Whalamoed to California with family in
1951, settlng in Modesto. There he met
Brother Rihard Harless and was shown
from the sciptures that the Baptist belief
of eternal scurity was true; he decided to
be baptizel by the Airport Missionary
Baptist Church and remained a
Missionary Baptist the rest of his life.

On January 3, 1954, he married Betty Lois Ferrington, who was his loving
wife and anchor for his life for over 47 year, until her promotion to glory
in February 2001, He and Sister Betty ha( two children, Billy Dee, Jr.
(1954) and Lois Kay (1956).

Brother Whala answered God’s call to the ninistry in 1951 and preached
every opportunity, at the Rescue Mission, aisister churches, and helped in
the early work of the Missionary Baptist Mision at Hughson, In 1959, he
was called to pastor the Lindsay Missiomry Baptist Church and was
ordained by her in November of that year,

He pastored churches in five western states CA, OR, WA, ID, AZ) for the
next 50 years, retiring from pastoral work a Hughson Missionary Baptist

Church. He never retired reaching - doing wpply work and preaching at
revival services and fellowship meetings uril his health hindered him.

He had varied pastorates, such as leading inmilding and growth programs
in Lindsay and other places, and starting a bis ministey in Ukiah, It seemed
the area he was especially blessed with washelping broken churches heal
and restoring shattered lives.

Brother Whala served as Clerk-Treasuer for the California State
Missionary Baptist Association from 1979 o 1986,

He had a lifelong affection for education, atending one year at Arkansas
AdM in Duman, Arkansas, before moving o Califomnia, he continued his
education by correspondence and taking ollege work wherever he was
pastoring. He received his Doclor ofTheology from Covington
Theological Seminary in the 1980,

He and Sister Betty traveled extensively. Beore herhealth failed, they had
visited all lower 48 states.

He was preceded in death by his mother ad father, his brothers, G.E.,
Jimmy, and Fay; and by his loving wife Ietty. He is survived by two
sisters, Mary Sue Jones of Dublin and Bett' Louene Reeves of Ceres; his
son, Billy, Jr., of Merced; daughter, Lds Stevenson of Yuba Ciry:
grandsons, Brian Baker and Eric Stevensm of Yuba City, Billy, 11T of
Tulsa, OK; grandaughters, Colleen Greer of Rogers, ARK and April
Stevenson of Marysville; and two greatsranddaughters, Brooke and
Morgan Baker of Yuba City.

Brother Bill is missed by all who appreciatel his straightforward stand for
the truth,




Reuben Young Blalock

1867 - 1962
His Missionary Life; an Autobiography
As Published In The Western Baptist
(page 3 of September, 1950 issue)

Chapter 1

| was born in North Carolina,
February 9, 1867, born again,
1880. | was raised by Christian
parents, the 7th child in a
family of 14 children. My
parents were of English and
Scotch-Irish  extraction, early
settlers in America.

Father, being a poor man and
an ordinary farmer, was unable
to give any of his children a
college education, so what schooling we got above the
common schools of that day was acquired by ourselves
after we were grown.

In the spring of 1891, when | felt called to preach, | decided
| would go west and get that idea out of my head. | came to
Walla Walla, Washington, where | had a cousin, Dr. N. G.
Blalock. | worked for him on a fruit farm just below the city.
| attended the Baptist Church and put my membership in
the church. | was elected clerk and treasurer of the Sunday
School. That fall | attended school in Whitman College for a
few months, then | secured a position as an attendant in
the State Insane Asylum at Fort Stillicum. This is 9 miles
from Tacoma, where | attended church and put my letter in
the First Baptist Church. | attended it and took part in the
Young People's Society.

While there | took several Baptist papers, The Pacific
Baptist, published at McMinnville, Oregon: The Baptist
Sentinel, published in Dayton, Washington, and The
Western North Carolina Baptist, published in Ashville,
North Carolina. All three of these papers are extinct now. |
ordered D.B. Ray's Baptist History and read it. | felt all the
time | should preach.

After | had worked there a year | was entitled to two weeks
vacation with pay. | told Bro. Walker, who was clerk of our
church, that | thought of taking my vacation and attending
the Puget Sound Baptist Association that was to meet in
Puyallup soon. So he had me elected as a messenger from
our church. | went, and the pastor of our church was
elected moderator. | was put on a committee to report on
Religious Literature. A brother preacher was chairman of
the committee, and he told me to write out what | wanted
and give him, and he would put it in his report, so | did and
recommended The Baptist Sentinel, but he left it off. When
he read the report, a Brother Crouch wanted to know why
The Sentinel was left off. The chairman said, "Oh, | believe

one of the committee did mention that, but | misplaced it."
The moderator said it could be brought in by an
amendment. Bro. Crouch, a fine young preacher from
Kentucky, wrote out an amendment. | seconded it. Then
the fire flew. One Englishman, a pastor in Olympia, said, "It
is measly, trashy, no account," and he did not want it in his
house. Several warm speeches were made on both sides. |
finally got the floor and told them | recommended the paper
and had been reading it for some time, and that when the
Brother says, "It is measly, trashy, no account," and he
does not want it in his house, he says the doctrines of this
New Testament (holding up a New Testament) are measly,
trashy, no account, and he doesn't want it in his house. A
Brother, W.H. Sherman, got the floor and made a kind of a
compromise speech. When the vote was taken the
amendment lost by a few votes. Alien immersion was not
mentioned, but that was the main issue. The Baptist
Sentinel had opposed alien immersion, and it was hated by
the alienists.

Bro. Walker, a good friend who was from Georgia, talked
with me and asked me if | ever felt called to preach. |
confessed and denied not. He told me to go ahead and
preach and said, "We need real God-called men that will
preach the truth out here."

After the association and my two weeks vacation | went
back to work, but could not rest. | could read my Bible and
pray every night. One night | surrendered and said, "Lord, |
will do the best | can."

| resigned my job and went back to North Carolina in the
fall of 1893 and went to school to R.L. Patton, a great
teacher and Baptist preacher in Morganton, North Carolina.
| began to preach some then in school houses or wherever
the Lord opened up an opportunity. | was licensed to
preach by Bakersville Missionary Baptist Church in the
spring of 189%4.

Elder R. Y. Blalock with sons, T. M., Elder John, & Elder
Harold Blalock
Photo Courtesy of Tom Blalock
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