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"Remember the days of old, consider the years of many generations: ask thy father, and he will show thee; thy elders, and they will tell thee."

Deuteronomy 32: 7

Early California Baptist Newspapers
The Evangel

The Evangel, a California
Baptist Newspaper, published
in San Francisco, began its
life with Volume III, Number 7,
on July 5, 1860, under the
editorship of D. B. Cheney. It
replaced The Baptist Circular,
which began publishing in
August 1858, with J. Lewis
Shuck, as editor. There had
been two previous attempts to

sustain a Baptist paper in the state of California, but both
failed due to financial concerns.

Some Errors of the Day.
By Stephen Hilton
November 21, 1867

That a part of the Bible is to be received as authoritative and a
part may be modified according to the judgment of men. One
prominent phase of this error is found in substituting sprinkling
for immersion under the plea that it is immaterial or that the
former is more convenient.
That men are to be allowed in a matter of direct violation of
God's positive commands. A phase of this error is found in

admitting to the Lord's table those who will not comply with
the command to be immersed.
That regeneration of the soul takes place in immersion.
Phases of this error are seen in the creeds of the Catholic and
Episcopal churches, though there is a false substitute of
sprinkling for immersion.
That one man or set of men should yield convictions
respecting truth before those of another man or set of men.
A phase of this error is found in the claim, under the plea of
Christian union, that immersed believers shall accept of the
sprinkling of others as of equal value with immersion as an
initiatory rite into Christ's kingdom on earth.

That one may have the initiatory rite performed upon him
before being a spiritual child of God. A phase of this error is
seen in sprinkling infants, (a false substitute for immersion)
and of others upon a mere lip profession of faith in Christ.
That the wicked are annihilated at death or at the final
judgment.
That all will be finally saved, irrespective of what they may
have been in their life on earth.
That each church is not wholly independent in itself and
answerable alone to God. That the whole membership have
not an inalienable part in the government of the church.
That each Christian is not to contribute as the Lord has
prospered him for sustaining and advancing his cause, and
that the minister of the Word is to labor without reward.



Declaration of Principles.
STEPHEN HILTON, EDITOR

NOVEMBER 21, 1867

There is one God and Lord, the Creator and Upholder,
beginning and end of all things.

The Bible is the word of God, written in the original tongues
by men under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and is God's
authoritative revelation of himself and his will.

God is revealed to us as the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit, each having a distinct personality and yet all being one
in the Godhead.

All things are created for the glory of God, each according
to the nature given to it. Man's sphere of action and obligation
is in part peculiar to himself, through his free moral character,
and God requires him to glorify his Creator and Upholder out
of the full service of a free loving heart.

The Bible is given of God to man as a rule of conduct in all
his relations to his Creator and his fellow, and in all things it is
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to be implicitly obeyed according to the plain teachings
thereof.

Man is in a lost and ruined state through sin, under
condemnation, and, unless redeemed, exposed to the eternal
wrath of God.

God, out of pitying love for man, came in the person of
Jesus, who took upon himself the penalty of sin, which is
death, so that a way of escape might be to men from the
condemnation and power of sin.

All who come to God through Jesus, accepting of the
atonement and redemption made, have all their sins remitted
and stand justified before God.

God has appointed a day in-which he will judge the world,
and when the final and everlasting portion will be assigned to
every man, -- to those, who in penitence and faith accepted of
the salvation in Christ on earth, everlasting happiness with
him in glory; and to those who finally, on earth, rejected this
salvation, everlasting punishment in a world of woe.

The office of the Holy Spirit is to renew and sanctify, and it
is freely given to every desiring heart. Through its operation in
the heart of man, by the word of truth, God begets for himself
a people, "not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man," and prepares them for his glory.

Respecting the knowledge and obedience of truth, each
man must study and obey for himself, and is answerable
alone to God. No other man or set of men may interfere with
him in doing it. But he may not thrust his belief upon another
man or set of men. The freedom is mutual.

God has a kingdom upon earth, instituted by Christ
himself. It embraces an organization, formed, in accordance
with laws laid down in the New Testament, for the nurture of
his children and for the upholding and promulgation of his
truth. The qualifications for membership are that one be born
of God in the new birth, that Christ be professed by immersion
in water, and that the daily walk be such as becomes a
follower of Christ.

In this kingdom there are many parts, or divisions, called
households, assemblies, congregations, or churches of Christ
-- each independent in itself and the sole judge for itself, and
in itself of all matters of faith or practice, and answerable
alone to God. But as being one of many divisions in the same
kingdom, with the same king Jesus ruling over all, each
should be kindly affectioned to the others, and all helpful of
one another and united in carrying forward the one common
cause.

To this kingdom on earth Christ committed the work he
began while in the flesh, and the whole body and each
individual member is to labor unceasingly, according to the
strength God gives, that the whole world be brought to the
saving knowledge and obedience of God in Christ.

Immersion in water is the rite set by Christ for initiating
those whom the Spirit has renewed into his kingdom as
organized on earth.

The Lord's Supper is an ordinance appointed of Christ to
be observed, as a memorial of his death, by members of his
kingdom on earth.

Baptist Propositions.
by Dr. Edward T. Hiscox

Baptist Short Method
February 3, 1869

1. The Bible is our only guide, source of knowledge and
standard of authority in matters of religion.
Whatever is taught in the Scripture is to be believed; whatever
is there enjoined is to be obeyed. And what is there neither
enjoined, nor taught is not to be imposed on the faith or
conscience of any man as of religious obligation.
2. The right of private judgment in the interpretation of
the Scriptures. Every man has the right to read and explain
the Bible for himself, being responsible to God alone for the
correct interpretation of the sacred Word.
3. Freedom of conscience. Everyone has the right to hold
such religious opinions as he may believe the Bible teaches,
without hindrance or dictation from any; so long as he does
not intrude upon or interfere with the rights and privileges of
others by so doing.
4. Liberty of speech. All men possess the right, not only to
believe, but also to profess and declare openly and without
fear or harm, whatever religious opinions they may entertain,
provided they are not contrary to common morality.
5. The right of worship. Every man has a right to worship
God according to the dictates of his own conscience, and the
word of God, as he understands it, without hindrance or
molestation; so long as he does not injure or interfere with the
rights of others.
6. Civil government, rulers and magistrates, are to be
respected, and in all temporal matters not contrary to
conscience and the Word of God are to be obeyed.
But they have no jurisdiction in spiritual concerns, and have
no right dictation, control or interference in matters of religious
faith and Godliness; but are in duty bound to protect all
citizens in the uninterrupted enjoyment of their religious
privileges.
7. The Christian church is independent of all human
authority, and under law to Christ alone. It neither ought,
nor of right can have organic connection with the State; and
for kings, princes or priests It neither ought to claim headship
over it is a usurpation of Divine prerogatives and treason
against God.
8. None but regenerated persons ought to be or properly
can be members of the church of Christ, which is a
spiritual body and separate from the world.
9. Pastors are not to be imposed upon churches, nor
taken from them, without their consent; but are to be
chosen by them without constraint, as by free men in
Christ, who have a right to the choice of their religious
teachers.
10. Christ is the only lawgiver in His church. Consequently
the churches cannot make laws for themselves; but only
execute those which He has given. Nor can any man or body
of men legislate for the church. The New Testament alone is
its statute book, by which, without change, the body of Christ
is to govern itself.
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Information, as the material shown below provides an idea of
the spread of Gospel work in the early days of California.

As printed in the January 30, 1868 Issue

Post Civil War Relationship of American Baptist
North and South

"...We have no conflicting views of faith and practice to
harmonize..."

As printed in the May 14,1868 Issue
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A Temperance Song
Published January 24, 1879

Isaac Kalloch had assumed the
editorship of The Evangel after his
arrival in San Francisco. "...he was
one of the most popular and eloquent
preachers who ever filled a pulpit on
these shores, and his church in San
Francisco, the Tabernacle, was
always crowded while he officiated
there. He was the idol of the laboring

classes in that city, and about seven or eight years ago was
elected mayor by an overwhelming majority. He was also an
able editor, and for some time ran a paper in San Francisco
which circulated extensively."  Quote from Kalloch Obituary as
printed in The New York Times, Dec. 12, 1887.
His popularity in San Francisco was not enjoyed by all and he
made a very dangerous enemy in Charles De Young, Editor of
the San Francisco Chronicle. De Young's attempted
assassination of Kalloch catapulted him into the office of
Mayor.

Temperance Song - Continued

I recently discovered
this booklet online and
enjoyed reading it.
While no one claimed
to be the author of it, I
believe it was Charles
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The Seventh of a 12 part
Series in

The Western Baptist
THE SECOND COMING OF

OUR LORD NO. 7
BY J. H. MILLER

Originally published by R. Y.
Blalock in The Western Baptist,
Volume 1 - Number 8 dated July

1, 1922

Minister Photos Needed

If you have or know of someone that may have minister
photos, please send a jpeg image of the following brethren
to: e-mail: Lbfolsom@aol.com

Elmer J. Polson
Dean Pounds

Dud G. Poynor
Glen Robert Priddy

N. Austin Quick
Randy Rankin, Sr.
Harry C. Redmond

J. H. Reeves
Paul Reeves
Mark Reeves

Albert Henry Regis, Jr.
Fred C. Reusser
Don Reynolds

Eli Rice
Lester E. Rice
Dan Robbins

Henry Frank Robbins
D. W. Roberts

Rudy Rodriquez, Jr.
Jim Ross

Wayne A. Ross
John Rudd

Randy J. Rudd

More requests each month.
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New Technology is a great benefit to the
preservation of Baptist History & Heritage. The photo
below is a perfect example. Pam Whala and I are
Friends on Facebook and I requested a portrait
quality photo of her father-in-law Bill Whala.  Here it
is:

Memorial from 2007 Cooperative Association Minute
Book page 7 & 8.
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Reuben Young Blalock
1867 - 1962

His Missionary Life; an Autobiography
As Published In The Western Baptist

(page 3 of September, 1950 issue)

Chapter 1
I was born in North Carolina,

February 9, 1867, born again,
1880. I was raised by Christian
parents, the 7th child in a
family of 14 children. My
parents were of English and
Scotch-Irish extraction, early
settlers in America.
Father, being a poor man and
an ordinary farmer, was unable
to give any of his children a

college education, so what schooling we got above the
common schools of that day was acquired by ourselves
after we were grown.
In the spring of 1891, when I felt called to preach, I decided
I would go west and get that idea out of my head. I came to
Walla Walla, Washington, where I had a cousin, Dr. N. G.
Blalock. I worked for him on a fruit farm just below the city.
I attended the Baptist Church and put my membership in
the church. I was elected clerk and treasurer of the Sunday
School. That fall I attended school in Whitman College for a
few months, then I secured a position as an attendant in
the State Insane Asylum at Fort Stillicum. This is 9 miles
from Tacoma, where I attended church and put my letter in
the First Baptist Church. I attended it and took part in the
Young People's Society.
While there I took several Baptist papers, The Pacific
Baptist, published at McMinnville, Oregon: The Baptist
Sentinel, published in Dayton, Washington, and The
Western North Carolina Baptist, published in Ashville,
North Carolina. All three of these papers are extinct now. I
ordered D.B. Ray's Baptist History and read it. I felt all the
time I should preach.
After I had worked there a year I was entitled to two weeks
vacation with pay. I told Bro. Walker, who was clerk of our
church, that I thought of taking my vacation and attending
the Puget Sound Baptist Association that was to meet in
Puyallup soon. So he had me elected as a messenger from
our church. I went, and the pastor of our church was
elected moderator. I was put on a committee to report on
Religious Literature. A brother preacher was chairman of
the committee, and he told me to write out what I wanted
and give him, and he would put it in his report, so I did and
recommended The Baptist Sentinel, but he left it off. When
he read the report, a Brother Crouch wanted to know why
The Sentinel was left off. The chairman said, "Oh, I believe

one of the committee did mention that, but I misplaced it."
The moderator said it could be brought in by an
amendment. Bro. Crouch, a fine young preacher from
Kentucky, wrote out an amendment. I seconded it. Then
the fire flew. One Englishman, a pastor in Olympia, said, "It
is measly, trashy, no account," and he did not want it in his
house. Several warm speeches were made on both sides. I
finally got the floor and told them I recommended the paper
and had been reading it for some time, and that when the
Brother says, "It is measly, trashy, no account," and he
does not want it in his house, he says the doctrines of this
New Testament (holding up a New Testament) are measly,
trashy, no account, and he doesn't want it in his house. A
Brother, W.H. Sherman, got the floor and made a kind of a
compromise speech. When the vote was taken the
amendment lost by a few votes. Alien immersion was not
mentioned, but that was the main issue. The Baptist
Sentinel had opposed alien immersion, and it was hated by
the alienists.
Bro. Walker, a good friend who was from Georgia, talked
with me and asked me if I ever felt called to preach. I
confessed and denied not. He told me to go ahead and
preach and said, "We need real God-called men that will
preach the truth out here."
After the association and my two weeks vacation I went
back to work, but could not rest. I could read my Bible and
pray every night. One night I surrendered and said, "Lord, I
will do the best I can."
I resigned my job and went back to North Carolina in the
fall of 1893 and went to school to R.L. Patton, a great
teacher and Baptist preacher in Morganton, North Carolina.
I began to preach some then in school houses or wherever
the Lord opened up an opportunity. I was licensed to
preach by Bakersville Missionary Baptist Church in the
spring of 1894.

Elder R. Y. Blalock with sons, T. M., Elder John, & Elder
Harold Blalock

Photo Courtesy of Tom Blalock
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amendment lost by a few votes. Alien immersion was not
mentioned, but that was the main issue. The Baptist
Sentinel had opposed alien immersion, and it was hated by
the alienists.
Bro. Walker, a good friend who was from Georgia, talked
with me and asked me if I ever felt called to preach. I
confessed and denied not. He told me to go ahead and
preach and said, "We need real God-called men that will
preach the truth out here."
After the association and my two weeks vacation I went
back to work, but could not rest. I could read my Bible and
pray every night. One night I surrendered and said, "Lord, I
will do the best I can."
I resigned my job and went back to North Carolina in the
fall of 1893 and went to school to R.L. Patton, a great
teacher and Baptist preacher in Morganton, North Carolina.
I began to preach some then in school houses or wherever
the Lord opened up an opportunity. I was licensed to
preach by Bakersville Missionary Baptist Church in the
spring of 1894.

Elder R. Y. Blalock with sons, T. M., Elder John, & Elder
Harold Blalock
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Reuben Young Blalock
1867 - 1962

His Missionary Life; an Autobiography
As Published In The Western Baptist

(page 3 of September, 1950 issue)

Chapter 1
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to give any of his children a
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the First Baptist Church. I attended it and took part in the
Young People's Society.
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Sentinel, published in Dayton, Washington, and The
Western North Carolina Baptist, published in Ashville,
North Carolina. All three of these papers are extinct now. I
ordered D.B. Ray's Baptist History and read it. I felt all the
time I should preach.
After I had worked there a year I was entitled to two weeks
vacation with pay. I told Bro. Walker, who was clerk of our
church, that I thought of taking my vacation and attending
the Puget Sound Baptist Association that was to meet in
Puyallup soon. So he had me elected as a messenger from
our church. I went, and the pastor of our church was
elected moderator. I was put on a committee to report on
Religious Literature. A brother preacher was chairman of
the committee, and he told me to write out what I wanted
and give him, and he would put it in his report, so I did and
recommended The Baptist Sentinel, but he left it off. When
he read the report, a Brother Crouch wanted to know why
The Sentinel was left off. The chairman said, "Oh, I believe

one of the committee did mention that, but I misplaced it."
The moderator said it could be brought in by an
amendment. Bro. Crouch, a fine young preacher from
Kentucky, wrote out an amendment. I seconded it. Then
the fire flew. One Englishman, a pastor in Olympia, said, "It
is measly, trashy, no account," and he did not want it in his
house. Several warm speeches were made on both sides. I
finally got the floor and told them I recommended the paper
and had been reading it for some time, and that when the
Brother says, "It is measly, trashy, no account," and he
does not want it in his house, he says the doctrines of this
New Testament (holding up a New Testament) are measly,
trashy, no account, and he doesn't want it in his house. A
Brother, W.H. Sherman, got the floor and made a kind of a
compromise speech. When the vote was taken the
amendment lost by a few votes. Alien immersion was not
mentioned, but that was the main issue. The Baptist
Sentinel had opposed alien immersion, and it was hated by
the alienists.
Bro. Walker, a good friend who was from Georgia, talked
with me and asked me if I ever felt called to preach. I
confessed and denied not. He told me to go ahead and
preach and said, "We need real God-called men that will
preach the truth out here."
After the association and my two weeks vacation I went
back to work, but could not rest. I could read my Bible and
pray every night. One night I surrendered and said, "Lord, I
will do the best I can."
I resigned my job and went back to North Carolina in the
fall of 1893 and went to school to R.L. Patton, a great
teacher and Baptist preacher in Morganton, North Carolina.
I began to preach some then in school houses or wherever
the Lord opened up an opportunity. I was licensed to
preach by Bakersville Missionary Baptist Church in the
spring of 1894.
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